
Welcome! 
 
Hi, my name is Taylor Rall and I am the new Special Projects Technician for Hancock 
County SWCD where I will be implementing and monitoring the H2Ohio program in 
Hancock County.  
I am originally from Shelby, Ohio and later attended The Ohio State University ATI 
where I received my degree in Agronomy. I am very thankful to be joining the Han-
cock County SWCD team and excited to be working with the locals.  
 
 
Hi, my name is Jason Althaus. I was born and raised on my family’s corn and bean 
farm in rural Bluffton. Besides growing up helping on the farm, I showed market 
steers at the Allen County fair. I graduated from Bluffton High School in 2019 along 
with The Ohio State University ATI this past December where I majored in Crop 
Management and Soil Conservation.  
 
 
 
Hi, my name is Sarah Wayman and I am now the Hancock SWCD District Techni-
cian/Technical Coordinator. I was born and raised in Hilliard, Ohio. I am a graduate of 
Marietta College, with a Bachelor of Science in Geology. I received my Master of En-
vironmental Science from Miami University.  

H a n c o c k  S o i l  &  W a t e r  C o n s e r v a t i o n  

2022 Stewardship Week    
     Hancock SWCD in partnership with the National Association of Conservation Districts 
(NACD) is celebrating the 67th year of Stewardship Week April 24-May 1, 2022, focusing on 
the theme “Healthy Soil, Healthy Life.” NACD Stewardship Week reminds us of our individu-

al responsibilities to care for natural resources.  
     Our health and well-being is connected to the health of our soil. Agriculture and food production is 
tied to the vitality of the soil, impacting our economy and our community. The process of cultivating 
crops to feed people is long and it depends on many people across the country, and sometimes around 
the world. At your next meal, try and think where each product came from, and how far it had to travel 
before it reached your plate. And remember to thank your local agriculture community members for 
their work to provide for our nation and the world. 
     For more information about Stewardship Week or for free, downloadable, Stewardship Week re-
sources celebrating the theme “Healthy Soil, Healthy Life” contact the NACD website at: http://
www.nacdnet.org or Hancock SWCD website at: www.hancockswcd.com. 



Targeting Areas for CRP on Your Farm 

If you have a woodlot or fencerow within your tract of farm ground, you have probably noticed a dif-
ference in yield of your crops within 50-100 ft buffer surrounding 
these areas.. A study done by Cornell University shows a 14%-16% 
decrease in yield on field edges. This can be a result of a number of 
different factors such as heavy equipment usage causing soil com-
paction, adjacent cover type such as woods that affect sunlight and 
moisture availability, and also crop damage from pests that may 
utilize the adjacent habitat type.  

Through the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) there is 
a conservation practice that can target these areas that will mini-
mize your inputs to areas that are not producing a good yield while 
also maintaining a source of income through annual rental payments. This practice is called a CP33 Habitat 
Buffer for Upland Birds. This practice is a 30-120’ strip that can be placed on field edges and pivot corners 
and consists of Native grasses, forbs, and legumes. This practice is offered during the continuous CRP sign up 
period and is a 10-15 year contract with annual rental payments that vary depending on county and soil types. 

There is also cost share provided for com-
ponents to establish this practice such as 
seed, labor, and site preparation which 
helps minimize your costs when establish-
ing this practice. 

The main purpose for this practice is to pro-
vide habitat to upland and grassland nesting 
birds and if it is implemented properly, will 
benefit the targeted wildlife species as well 
as the landowner and their operation. If you 
are interested or have questions regarding 
this practice and its details, contact your 
local NRCS office or Pheasants Forever 
Wildlife Biologist. 

Sign-Up  

We are going digital with our Conservation Close-up newsletter!  If you would like to have it delivered to 
your inbox, rather than receiving a paper copy; please visit our webpage at: www.hancockswcd.com and 
fill out the form with your information or send us an email at: swcd@hancockswcd.com. Don’t worry, if 
you don’t want the digital version; we will still send you a paper version by mail. 

 
Stay up-to-date with Hancock SWCD by visiting our Webpage at: www.hancockswcd.com or call the  

      office at 419-422-6569. We also have a Facebook page that you may wish to follow! Our regular  
      office hours are: Monday—Friday, 8:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 





Bluegill are deep slab-sided fish with a small mouth and a long pectoral fin. Colors vary, but the ear flap is 
always black and bluegills often have a black blotch near the back of the soft dorsal fin.    Bluegill are nest 
spawners and typically build nests in large groups, or beds, sometime between May and August. Peak spawn-
ing, in Ohio, usually occurs in June. 

The largemouth bass is a popular sport fish. It is native to Ohio and can be found in every county in the state. 
Largemouth bass are moderately compressed with a deep body. The back of the mouth, when closed, extends 
past the eye. This characteristic distinguishes it from the smallmouth bass where the back of the mouth does 
not extend past the eye. The largemouth also has a black band that extends down the side of the body. They 

prefer ponds, lakes and slow, sluggish streams. Large mouth bass usually spawn between mid-April and mid-June.. 

The channel catfish is a popular sport and food fish. It is active during the night, moving around and finding 
food after dusk. During the day it will most likely be found in deep water with little activity. The channel 
catfish has a slender body with a deeply forked tail. The upper jaw is longer than the lower jaw and there are 
barbels around the mouth. The dorsal and pectoral spines are sharp and deeply serrated, and the anal fin is 

curved and has between 24 and 30 rays. The body is bluish silver on the sides and generally has dark spots. Channel catfish are native to 
Ohio and can be found in most large streams, lakes, and many farm ponds. Channel catfish prefer areas with deep water, clean gravel 
boulder substrates and low to moderate current. However, they are tolerant of a wide range of conditions 

The fathead minnow is commonly sold as bait for fishing. Fathead minnows have short bodies with a triangu-
lar shaped head. Coloration ranges from olive to olive-yellow on the back tinged with copper or purple in larg-
er fish. Historically the fathead minnow widely populated only in the western part of Ohio. They prefer mud-
dy brooks and creeks, as well as ponds and small lakes. However, fatheads can tolerate a wide range of water 

conditions. Fathead minnows spawn in the spring and may continue into August.  

The grass carp is not native to Ohio, but was introduced from China as a biological way to control aquatic 
vegetation. The grass carp is a long slender member of the minnow family. Grass carp differ from the com-
mon carp with the lack of a sucker-like mouth, and the absence of barbels on the mouth. Furthermore, grass 
carp are usually silvery-white, rather than the brownish-yellow of the common carp. Grass carp spawn in 

flowing water and do not reproduce in lakes and ponds. The grass carp grows very rapidly, and young fish stocked in the spring at 8 
inches will reach over 18 inches by fall, and adults often attain nearly 4 feet in length and over 70-90 pounds in weight. They grow 10 
pounds a year at least. They eat up to 3 times their own body weight daily.  

Redear sunfish are a deep, slab-sided fish similar to the bluegill sunfish, except the ear flap (opercula) is black 
with a red or orange spot at the rear edge. Redear sunfish do not have distinct vertical bars like bluegill sun-
fish, when they are present they are broken and blotchy. Redear Sunfish also lack the black blotches at the 

rear base of the dorsal and anal fins that bluegill sunfish have. Redear sunfish prefer clear waters with more rooted aquatic vegetation 
than that of the bluegill sunfish. Spawning normally occurs in May or June.   

The Hybrid Bluegill is a cross between a Male Bluegill and a Female Green Sunfish.  As a result of the cross 
the Hybrid Bluegill is 80-90% male, giving it a reduced reproductive potential and making it an ideal choice 
for those ponds prone   to Bluegill stunting. This slows down fast reproduction by keeping the female popula-
tion to a minimum. Do to their hybrid nature, they can also be slightly larger and have a bit more coloration 

than regular bluegill.  
 

Japanese Koi are ornamental varieties of domesticated common carp. Koi varieties are distinguished by col-
oration, patterning, and scalation  Koi are an omnivorous fish, and will eat a wide variety of foods, including 
peas, lettuce, and watermelon. Naturally koi are bottom feeders with a mouth configuration that is adapted for 
that. Some koi will have a tendency to eat mostly from the bottom and will eat duckweed. 

 

**Information by Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division of Wildlife. Visit www.ohiodnr.com for more information. 
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