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Hancock Soil & Water Conservation
Summer 2022

76th Annual Meeting & Supervisor Election
The Hancock Soil & Water Conservation District will celebrate its 76th Annual Meeting and
Supervisor Election on Tuesday, August 2, 2022 at the Agricultural Service Center, 7868 C.R. 140,
Findlay, Ohio.
There will be a “curbside” dinner provided by Harlan’s BBQ & Catering, LLC. The meal will be 1/2
BBQ Chicken, two sides, beverage and a cookie for only $10 per ticket! There will be limited inside
seating for those that don’t want to wait for home! Tickets are Pre-sale only! There will be door prizes
and hand-outs for all those attending!
You may call the Hancock SWCD office at 419-422-6569 to reserve your tickets. You may also contact any of the current supervisors: Linda Tuttle, Matthew Heitkamp, Evan Jackson, Jason Bower and
Jeff Reese, to purchase tickets. Tickets must be purchased by July 25th.

Supervisor Election Procedure
The Supervisor Election for 2022 offers three ways that individuals can vote; 1) You may call
the office at 419-422-6569 and request a ballot starting July 4, 2022 and the ballot must be
received in the mail by close of business (4:30 p.m.) on August 2, 2022; 2) Individuals may visit
the Hancock SWCD office at 7868 Co. Rd. 140, Suite E, Findlay, Ohio 45840 between July 4,
2022 and close of business (4:30 p.m.) on August 2, 2022 to request a ballot, receive a ballot and
cast their vote; 3) Individuals may request a ballot, vote and cast the vote in the parking lot of the
Agricultural Service Center, 7868 Co. Rd. 140, Findlay, Ohio 45840 from 5:00 pm. to 7:00 p.m.
on August 2, 2022
To be eligible to vote you must own or occupy land in Hancock County and be 18 years of age
or older. This includes legal residents, non-resident land-owners, non-resident land occupiers and
representatives of firms, corporations, limited liability companies or trusts in Hancock County.
Each individual may vote only once. Contact the office at 419-422-6569 for more information.

Welcome !
Hi, my name is Jeff Hunker and I am the new Hancock SWCD part-time District
Technician. I recently retired after spending my career in agricultural retail working
for various fertilizer, seed and chemical dealers. I also worked in soybean research
for many of those years. I am married to my wife, Cindy, and have two married
daughters and four grandchildren.

Meet the Candidates
Don Boehm — 6868 TR 25, Rawson, Ohio, 45881, along with his wife Kathy. They
have three adult children. He farms with his two sons, Matt and Brad in southwest Hancock County. Don recently retired from Legacy Farmer’s Cooperative with a 40 year
career in agriculture. Don feels that his experience in agriculture promoting conservation practices, as well as his use of no-till, strip=till and cover crops intehir farming operation , would be a benefit to the Hancock SWCD board. Don would like to lend his
expertise to help the landowners of Hancock County.

Jason Bower— 9950 Co. Rd. 37, Findlay, Ohio, 45840. He is married to Shelby
Bower and has 3 children (Raeleigh and twins Hayden and Tenley Bower). He is a
co-owner of Rockview Custom Pumping, which is a manure application business.
Jason is a Certified Livestock Manager. He also farms with his parents Roger and
Amy Bower. Jason believes that his nutrient application background can be a unique
insight into the role farmers take to fertilize their lands and maintain proper land stewardship.

Linda Tuttle — 4391 C.R. 86, Findlay, Ohio 45840. Linda and her husband, Marvin,
farm in Liberty, Blanchard, Eagle and Union Townships. Linda retired from Ag Credit
where she was a loan officer for 27 years. Linda has served on the Hancock SWCD
Board of Supervisors since 2011 and is currently the chairman. Their farming operation
has availed them of many of the Soil and Water services including; pond design, tree
and fish purchases, cover crops and H2Ohio projects. They have practiced minimum
and no-till farming on all of their acres. “ I feel it is important for farm women and wives to be involved in
Agriculture and am proud to be on the board”. She has been involved with the Hancock County Farm Tour
for the last 30 years and has served as co-chair of the 2016 Farm Tour. Linda has worked with the Dairy
Feeder Program at the fair as well as with 4-H and Extension, a Farm Bureau member, served as a
Blanchard Township election poll worker and active in the Good Shepherd UM Church. Linda recently became a Director of the Area I Ohio Federation of Soil & Water Conservation Districts (OFSWCD) which has
allowed her to learn more of what is happening at the State level and is making new acquaintances through
out the State of Ohio. Linda’s hobbies include quilting, cake decorating and grandchildren. Marv and Linda
have 3 grown children. “I believe I am an asset to the Soil and Water Board having lived along the Blanchard
River most of my married life, I have a first-rate understanding of the flood issues and how important
good stewardship practices are to our soils and waterways as well as fiscally. I have learned a lot during my
tenure and have tried to work quickly when concerns are brought to my attention.“

The Hancock Soil & Water Conservation District
Special Project Technician, Taylor Rall, has sched
uled a Cover Crop Workshop on June 29, 2022 at the
Agricultural Service Center meeting room, 7868
C.R. 140, Findlay, Ohio.
H2Ohio participants are encouraged to attend
along with all farmers interested in learning about
the best cover crops to use for their farms. Jim
Hoorman, Hoorman Soil Health Services, Jenera,
Ohio, will provide valuable information on cover
crops and Taylor will provide H2Ohio guidelines
involving cover crops.
The workshop starts at 7:30 a.m. with coffee
and donuts for those attending. For additional
information, please contact Taylor Rall at Hancock
SWCD at 419-422-6569.

The Hancock Soil & Water Conservation District
(SWCD) has scheduled a pond clinic for August 16,
2022 at the Riverbend Recreation Area, Shelter House
#4.
The pond clinic will begin at 6:00 p.m. and will
cover a variety of pond management topics including:
pond nutrient management and design. These topics
will be covered by specialists from several organizations including speakers from The Ohio State
University Extension, Hancock SWCD and the Ohio
Department of Natural Resources
The outdoor pond clinic will take place rain or
shine. Clinic attendees should bring a lawn chair and
bug spray. Refreshments will be provided. For additional information, please contact Sarah Wayman at
Hancock SWCD at 419-422-6569.

Bluegill are deep slab-sided fish with a small mouth and a long pectoral fin. Colors vary, but the ear flap is always black and bluegills often have a black blotch near the back of the soft dorsal fin. Bluegill are nest spawners and typically build nests in large groups, or beds, sometime between May and August. Peak spawning, in
Ohio, usually occurs in June.
The largemouth bass is a popular sport fish. It is native to Ohio and can be found in every county in the state.
Largemouth bass are moderately compressed with a deep body. The back of the mouth, when closed, extends
past the eye. This characteristic distinguishes it from the smallmouth bass where the back of the mouth does not
extend past the eye. The largemouth also has a black band that extends down the side of the body. They prefer
ponds, lakes and slow, sluggish streams. Large mouth bass usually spawn between mid-April and mid-June..
The channel catfish is a popular sport and food fish. It is active during the night, moving around and finding
food after dusk. During the day it will most likely be found in deep water with little activity. The channel catfish has a slender body with a deeply forked tail. The upper jaw is longer than the lower jaw and there are barbels around the mouth. The dorsal and pectoral spines are sharp and deeply serrated, and the anal fin is curved
and has between 24 and 30 rays. The body is bluish silver on the sides and generally has dark spots. Channel catfish are native to Ohio and
can be found in most large streams, lakes, and many farm ponds. Channel catfish prefer areas with deep water, clean gravel boulder substrates and low to moderate current. However, they are tolerant of a wide range of conditions
The fathead minnow is commonly sold as bait for fishing. Fathead minnows have short bodies with a triangular
shaped head. Coloration ranges from olive to olive-yellow on the back tinged with copper or purple in larger
fish. Historically the fathead minnow widely populated only in the western part of Ohio. They prefer muddy
brooks and creeks, as well as ponds and small lakes. However, fatheads can tolerate a wide range of water conditions. Fathead minnows spawn in the spring and may continue into August.
The grass carp is not native to Ohio, but was introduced from China as a biological way to control aquatic vegetation. The grass carp is a long slender member of the minnow family. Grass carp differ from the common
carp with the lack of a sucker-like mouth, and the absence of barbels on the mouth. Furthermore, grass carp are
usually silvery-white, rather than the brownish-yellow of the common carp. Grass carp spawn in flowing water
and do not reproduce in lakes and ponds. The grass carp grows very rapidly, and young fish stocked in the spring at 8 inches will reach
over 18 inches by fall, and adults often attain nearly 4 feet in length and over 70-90 pounds in weight. They grow 10 pounds a year at
least. They eat up to 3 times their own body weight daily.
Redear sunfish are a deep, slab-sided fish similar to the bluegill sunfish, except the ear flap (opercle) is black
with a red or orange spot at the rear edge. Redear sunfish do not have distinct vertical bars like bluegill sunfish,
when they are present they are broken and blotchy. Redear Sunfish also lack the black blotches at the rear base
of the dorsal and anal fins that bluegill sunfish have. Redear sunfish prefer clear waters with more rooted aquatic vegetation than that of
the bluegill sunfish. Spawning normally occurs in May or June.
The Hybrid Bluegill is a cross between a Male Bluegill and a Female Green Sunfish. As a result of the cross
the Hybrid Bluegill is 80-90% male, giving it a reduced reproductive potential and making it an ideal choice
for those ponds prone to Bluegill stunting. This slows down fast reproduction by keeping the female population to a minimum. Do to their hybrid nature, they can also be slightly larger and have a bit more coloration
than regular bluegill.
Japanese Koi are ornamental varieties of domesticated common carp. Koi varieties are distinguished by coloration, patterning, and scalation Koi are an omnivorous fish, and will eat a wide variety of foods, including peas,
lettuce, and watermelon. Naturally koi are bottom feeders with a mouth configuration that is adapted for that.
Some koi will have a tendency to eat mostly from the bottom and will eat duckweed.
**Information by Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division of Wildlife. Visit www.ohiodnr.com for more information.

