Conservatiom Close UP

Hancock Soil & Water Conservation District
— Spring 2026

Annual Meeting

This year our Annual Meeting will be on Wednesday August 12, 2026 from 5pm to 7pm here at the Ag-
riculture Service Center. We will not have a drive thru like we have for the past few years. You will still
be able to take your food home if you choose. We are still working on all the details so stay tuned for
July Newsletter for the rest of the details.

If you would like to be a Hancock SWCD Board member there is still time to complete a petition form
to run in the election this fall. Forms can be requested from the Soil & Water Office and must be sub-
mitted by June 8, 2026 by 4:30pm.

If you need more information please call the office at 419-422-6569. Our current candidates this year
are Evan Jackson and Jeff Reese. Evan Jackson has been on the board since 2016 and currently serves
as the chairman of the board. Jeff Reese has been on the board since 2021 and currently serves as the
vice-chairman.

2026 Envirothon

What is Envirothon? Envirothon is an annual, hands-on environmental science and natural resource conservation

competition primarily for high school students. It is a team of 4-5 students that work through 4 different areas of

judging which are Soils, Aquatics, Forestry and Wildlife. The event is designed to sharpen the students knowledge

of the outdoors and get them interested in saving our natural resources. This year Area 1 Envirothon was held in
Williams County. There were 32 teams that came to participate in the competition. The top 4 teams were 1st
Fairview 1, 2nd Ft Jennings, 3rd Hicksville and 4th Seneca East. VanBuren 1 placed 9th, Liberty Benton placed
11th and VanBuren 2 placed 30th. If you want to see all the standing you can visit www.arealenvirothon.com.
Area 1includes Allen, Auglaize, Crawford, Defiance, Fulton, Hancock, Hardin, Henry, Lucas, Marion, Morrow,

Ottawa, Paulding, Putnam, Sandusky, Seneca, Van Wert, Williams, Wood and Wyandot Counties. Next year Han-

cock County Soil and Water will be hosting 2027 Envirothon.
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Poster Contest

We had an amazing turn out for our 2026 Poster Contest. The theme this year is
Soil: Where It All Begins. We had 101 students that participated. Featured above
are the winners for each of the divisions. The winners will have the chance to
compete at the state and national competitions. We are excited to see the great
artists in our community. We will have all of the poster entries displayed on May
27,2026 in the Hancock County Agricultural Service Center from 8-4:30 pm.

Thank you to everyone that participated and we look forward to seeing your art
work next year.



Upcoming Events for 2026

June 3, 2026 @ 2:15 pm—Board Meeting
June 3, 2026 @ 2:30 pm—Tilapia pickup
June 19, 2026—Office Closed for Juneteenth
July 1, 2026 @ 8:30 am—Board Meeting
July 3, 2026—Office Closed for Independence Day
August 5, 2026 @ 8:30 am—Board Meeting
August 12, 2026—Annual Meeting 5-7pm
September 7, 2026—Office Closed for Labor Day
September 9, 2026 @ 2:15 pm—Board Meeting
October 7, 2026 @ 8:30 am—Board Meeting
October 12, 2026—Office Closed for Columbus Day
November 4, 2026 @ 2:15 pm—Board Meeting
November 11, 2026—Office Closed for Veteran’s Day
November 26—27, 2026—Office Closed for Thanksgiving
December 2, 2026 @ 2:15 pm—Board Meeting
December 24-25, 2026—Office Closed for Christmas
December 31, 2026—Office Closed for New Year’s Eve

January 1, 2027—Office Closed for New Year’s Day




2026 Fish Sale

Hancock Soil & Water Conservation District
2
Pickup is October 6, 2026— 2:30 p.m.
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CITY STATE 71pP
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We are doing another fish sale this year with Remlinger Fish Farm of Kalida, OH. They sell by quantities of
25. So you will either have to buy 25, 50,75 and so on. White Amur are by 2’s, Yellow Perch are by quanti-

ties of 20 and Minnow are by the 500. If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to call the office at
419-422-6569. Deadline for orders is September 25, 2026.

Species Size Range Cost and Quantity
Per Unit
Bluegill 2"-4” $30 for 25
Hybrid Bluegill 2"-4” $30 for 25
Yellow Perch 4-6” $56 for 20
Channel Catfish 47-6" $32 for 25
Large Mouth Bass 2"-4” $50 for 25
Redear Shellcracker 2"-4” $40 for 25
Minnow 17-3” $50 for 500

White Amur 8"-12" $40 for 2
Tax (6.75%) included in unit price (Make checks payable to Hancock SWCD) Total Cost $
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This year the district will be celebrating 80 years of servicing the community. Soil and Water was
started back in 1937 in North Carolina following the dust bowl to help farmers preserve their land.
Since then it was expanded to every state and most counties within those states have a soil and wa-
ter. In Ohio all 88 counties have a soil and water. Hancock Soil and Water mission is to promote
awareness and conservation of our natural recourses through leadership, education and services. In
the past 80 years Hancock Soil and Water has helped many producers with lots of different projects.
To list just a few :

e Conservation Equipment rental
e Waterway and Wetland plans
e Getting tile maps and watershed maps for producers
e Pond construction
e H20Ohio plans
e Tree Sale, Fish Sale and Marking Flags
e Ditch maintenance
e Petition projects and Blanchard River logjam removal
e No till program
e School programs, Farm Tour and Aerial Tours
e Water testing
e Waste storage ponds

We look forward to serving the community for another 80 years and more. If you have any questions
or need help with something please call the office at 419-422-6569 or stop by and see us at 7868
County Road 140 Suite E, Findlay, OH 45840.
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Hancock Soil & Water

Conservation District
7868 CR 140, Suite E
Findlay, OH 45840
Phone : 419-422-6569
Fax: 419-422-2080
Website: www.hancockswcd.com

Hancock Soil and Water Staff
Tyler Koenig—District Program Administrator
Jason Althaus—District Technician
Becky Fuller—H20hio
Tracy Waxler—Administrative Assistant
Connor Schnipke—District Technician
NRCS Staff
Christian Carrasquillo—District Conservationist
Jonathan Irizarry-Soto—Soil Conservationist
Celeste LaFleur— Pheasant’s Forever Farm Bill
Biologist
Board of Supervisors
Chairman— Evan Jackson
Vice Chairman— Jeff Reese
Fiscal Agent— Matthew Heitkamp
Member— Carla Treadway
Member— Beth James

Hancock Soil and Water Conservation District holds
their board meetings in the Agriculture Service Center
meeting room. The days and time are available on the

website or check on the up coming events in this

newsletter.
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