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Hancock Soil & Water Conservation
Summer 2019

73rd Annual Meeting & Supervisor Election

Election Procedures

The Hancock Soil & Water
Conservation District will hold
its 73rd Annual Meeting and
Supervisor Election on Tuesday,
August 6, 2019 at The
Brugeman Lodge in Riverbend
Recreation Area.
The event starts with a
Social Hour and voting for two
supervisors at 5:00 p.m. Serving
for the dinner will be from 6:006:45 p.m. The dinner buffet will
be prepared by Kathy’s Korner
Restaurant.
The entertainment for the
evening will be “A Soil Scientist in Spain” presented by
Frank Gibbs, Certified Professional Soil Scientist and Professional Wetland Scientist.
Frank recently traveled to the
Catalonia Region of Spain to

In accordance with Chapter
940 of the Ohio Revised Code,
an election will be held for two
supervisors to be elected to
serve three-year terms of office
on the Hancock Soil & Water
Conservation District Board of
Supervisors.
Voting will take place at the
73rd Annual Meeting, August
6, 2019, at The Brugeman
Lodge in Riverbend Recreation
Area, Twp. Rd. 208, Findlay,
Ohio.
The voting will start at 5:00
p.m. and continue until 6:15
p.m. You do not need a ticket
or need to attend the Annual
Meeting to vote.
Contact the Hancock SWCD
at 419-422-6569 for more
information.

explore the Soils, Geomorphology, Crops, Culture, Wildlife and
Foods of this unique part of
Spain.
The cost of tickets for this
enjoyable evening with your
family is only $10 per adult,
$5.00 per child (4-12 years old)
and free for children 3 and
under. Pre-sale tickets only.
Call the Hancock SWCD at
419-422-6569 to reserve your
tickets.
Don’t let this opportunity
for a casual, relaxed family
night pass you by! Mark your
calendar for August 6th today!

Welcome!
Hancock SWCD has a two
new employees! Greg Burks and
Alex Wood.
Greg Burks is the District
Technician/Drainage Coordinator and Alex Wood is the District Technician/Technical Coordinator.
Both Greg and Alex will be in
the office Monday-Friday, 8:00
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. You may contact Greg at 419-422-6569 Ext.
104 or Alex at 419-422-6569 Ext
103.

Greg Burks

Alex Wood

Meet the Candidates

Jason Bower — 9950 Co. Rd. 37,
Findlay, Ohio, 45840. He is married
to Shelby Bower and has 3 children
(Raeleigh and twins Hayden and
Tenley Bower). He is a co-owner
of Rockview Custom Pumping,
which is a manure application business. Jason is a Certified Livestock
Manager. He also farms with his
parents Roger and Amy Bower.
Jason believes that his nutrient application background can be a
unique insight into the role farmers
take to fertilize their lands and
maintain proper land stewardship.

Nic Stacy – 16044 T.R. 25, Arlington, Ohio, 45814. Nic is 34 years
old. He lives in Findlay with his
wife Samantha and son Nikola. He
helps run his family’s farm and
drainage operations out of their
shop at 16044 T.R. 25 in Arlington
Ohio. Nic is an OSU graduate, a
board member of Ohio Land Improvement Contractors, and a board
member of Hancock Farm Bureau.
He feels his need to keep people

moving forward towards a common the Soil and Water Board having
goal would be a useful attribute to lived along the Blanchard River
most of my married life, I have a
the Hancock SWCD.
first-rate understanding of the flood
issues and how important
good stewardship practices are to
our soils and waterways as well as
fiscally. I have learned a lot during
my tenure and have tried to work
quickly when concerns are brought
to my attention. Because of my job
before retiring, I am knowledgeable
about many of Soil and Water’s
programs and understand the financials we need to deal with. I have
enjoyed working with the staff and
the other directors. “
Linda Tuttle — 5297 T.R. 89,
Findlay, Ohio 45840. Linda and her Meet the Speaker
Frank Gibbs, Certified Profeshusband, Marvin, farm in Liberty,
Blanchard, Eagle and Union Town- sional Soil Scientist and Professionships. Linda retired from Ag Credit al Wetland Scientist, recently travwhere she was a loan officer for 27 eled to the Catalonia Region of
years. Their farming operation has Spain to explore the soils, geomorphology, crops, culture, wildlife and
availed them of many of the Soil
and Water services including; pond foods of this unique part of Spain.
“Catalonia is a diverse region,
design, tree and fish purchases
similar to our California, in that, on
and consultation when their pond
filled with the Blanchard River dur- Easter morning you can go snow
skiing in the Pyrenees Mountains
ing the flood. They have practiced minimum and no-till farming and the afternoon, you can go
swimming in the Mediterranean
on all of their acres.
Ocean, tourism is huge, and it is
“ I feel it is important for farm
women and wives to be involved in also politically independent and one
Agriculture and am proud to be on of the most important food and industrial regions of Spain.”
the board. “ Due to a conflict of
Reserve your tickets now to see
interest with my job, Linda wasFrank share his Spanish Soil Adn't as active in the community as
she would have liked. She has been ventures at the Hancock Soil and
involved with the Hancock County Water Conservation Annual MeetFarm Tour for the last 30 years and ing on August 6, 2019 at the
Brugeman Lodge in Riverbend Rechas served as co-chair of the 2016
reation Area.
Farm Tour, has worked with the
Dairy Feeder Program at the fair as
well as with 4-H and Extension, a
Farm Bureau member, served on
the Liberty –Benton Tax Increment
Financing Committee, Blanchard
Township poll worker and active
in the Good Shepherd UM Church.
Linda’s hobbies include quilting,
cake decorating and grandchildren.
Marv and Linda have 3 grown children.
“I believe I would be an asset to

Blanchard River Stream Enhancement Maintenance Project
Greg Burks, District Technician/Drainage Coordinator, is anticipating work to commence on this year’s
maintenance project along the Blanchard River in July. The project will encompass 46 miles of the river
through Hancock County and be carried out by H&H Land Clearing of Middlefield, Ohio. The work will
involve the removal of log jams and leaning trees within the floodway starting at the Putnam County – Hancock County Line and working upstream until completed. Work will be conducted Monday-Friday in all
weather conditions, with the exception of high-water conditions, for the safety of the workers and is required to be completed by November. The Hancock SWCD will be onsite with the contractor to ensure
every measure is taken to avoid damage to the landowner fields or crops. Debris that has been removed
will be placed on the bank of the river, outside of the floodway. If you have any questions, please call the
Hancock SWCD office at 419-422-6569 and the staff will do their best to assist you.

2019 Ditch Spraying Scheduled
The following Hancock County maintenance ditches are scheduled to be sprayed by Right of Way Management of Saint Joe, Indiana beginning in mid-July;
Ditch

Township(s)

Length

J.H Shafer

Biglick Township

0.89 mi.

Walton

Biglick Township

1.48 mi.

Folger

Marion/Biglick Township

3.25 mi.

Ropp

Biglick Township

2.51 mi.

Glauner

Marion

Township

2.27 mi.

Harriet Measle

Washington Township

0.85 mi.

Sand Run

Biglick Township

3.73 mi.

Combined there is a total of 14.98 miles of ditches being sprayed this year. If you should have any questions or concerns please contact Greg Burks at 419-422-6569 Ext. 104.

2019 Ditch Maintenance Scheduled
Ditch maintenance work, such as log jam removal, chopping, tree removal, tile outlet repair and dip-outs
are scheduled to completed this year on the following ditches;
Lanning

Rush Creek

Steiner (Fall/Winter)

Corbin

Krautter-Ritter (Completed)

Rutter

Burkett

Bluegill are deep slab-sided fish with a small mouth and a long pectoral fin. Colors vary, but the ear flap is always black and bluegills often have a black blotch near the back of the soft dorsal fin. Bluegill are nest spawners and typically build nests in large groups, or beds, sometime between May and August. Peak spawning, in
Ohio, usually occurs in June.
The largemouth bass is a popular sport fish. It is native to Ohio and can be found in every county in the state.
Largemouth bass are moderately compressed with a deep body. The back of the mouth, when closed, extends
past the eye. This characteristic distinguishes it from the smallmouth bass where the back of the mouth does not
extend past the eye. The largemouth also has a black band that extends down the side of the body. They prefer
ponds, lakes and slow, sluggish streams. Large mouth bass usually spawn between mid-April and mid-June..
The yellow perch is native to Ohio and is found in lakes, impoundments, ponds, and slow moving rivers. Sides
are golden yellow to brassy green with six to eight dark vertical saddles with a white to yellow belly. Yellow
perch have many small teeth, but no large canines. It prefers clear water with moderate vegetation and lots of
sand or gravel bottoms. Yellow perch spawn from mid-April to early May by depositing their eggs over vegetation or the water bottom, with no care given.
The channel catfish is a popular sport and food fish. It is active during the night, moving around and finding
food after dusk. During the day it will most likely be found in deep water with little activity. The channel catfish has a slender body with a deeply forked tail. The upper jaw is longer than the lower jaw and there are barbels around the mouth. The dorsal and pectoral spines are sharp and deeply serrated, and the anal fin is curved
and has between 24 and 30 rays. The body is bluish silver on the sides and generally has dark spots. Channel catfish are native to Ohio and
can be found in most large streams, lakes, and many farm ponds. Channel catfish prefer areas with deep water, clean gravel boulder substrates and low to moderate current. However, they are tolerant of a wide range of conditions
The fathead minnow is commonly sold as bait for fishing. Fathead minnows have short bodies with a triangular
shaped head. Coloration ranges from olive to olive-yellow on the back tinged with copper or purple in larger
fish. Historically the fathead minnow widely populated only in the western part of Ohio. They prefer muddy
brooks and creeks, as well as ponds and small lakes. However, fatheads can tolerate a wide range of water conditions. Fathead minnows spawn in the spring and may continue into August.
The grass carp is not native to Ohio, but was introduced from China as a biological way to control aquatic vegetation. The grass carp is a
long slender member of the minnow family. Grass carp differ from the common carp with the lack of a suckerlike mouth, and the absence of barbels on the mouth. Furthermore, grass carp are usually silvery-white, rather
than the brownish-yellow of the common carp. Grass carp spawn in flowing water and do not reproduce in
lakes and ponds. The grass carp grows very rapidly, and young fish stocked in the spring at 8 inches will reach
over 18 inches by fall, and adults often attain nearly 4 feet in length and over 70-90 pounds in weight. They grow 10 pounds a year at
least. They eat up to 3 times their own body weight daily.
Redear sunfish are a deep, slab-sided fish similar to the bluegill sunfish, except the ear flap (opercle) is black
with a red or orange spot at the rear edge. Redear sunfish do not have distinct vertical bars like bluegill sunfish, when they are present they are broken and blotchy. Redear Sunfish also lack the black blotches at the rear
base of the dorsal and anal fins that bluegill sunfish have. Redear sunfish prefer clear waters with more rooted aquatic vegetation than that
of the bluegill sunfish. Spawning normally occurs in May or June.
The Hybrid Bluegill is a cross between a Male Bluegill and a Female Green Sunfish. As a result of the cross
the Hybrid Bluegill is 80-90% male, giving it a reduced reproductive potential and making it an ideal choice
for those ponds prone to Bluegill stunting. This slows down fast reproduction by keeping the female population to a minimum. Do to their hybrid nature, they can also be slightly larger and have a bit more coloration than regular bluegill.

Japanese Koi are ornamental varieties of domesticated common carp. Koi varieties are distinguished by coloration, patterning, and scalation Koi are an omnivorous fish, and will eat a wide variety of foods, including peas,
lettuce, and watermelon. Naturally koi are bottom feeders with a mouth configuration that is adapted for that. Some koi will have a tendency to eat mostly from the bottom and will eat duckweed.
**Information by Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division of Wildlife. Visit www.ohiodnr.com for more information.

