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You Can Help!

2020 Stewardship Week
Hancock SWCD in partnership with the National Association of Conservation Districts
(NACD) is celebrating the 65th
year of Stewardship Week April
26-May 3, 2020, focusing on the
theme “Where Would We BEE
Without Pollinators?”
Pollinators form the foundations of a healthy and sustainable
future for food and the environment, but in recent years, they
have shown signs of decline.
When pollinators shrink in number, many plants either produce
less seed or no seed at all. Most
plants depend upon pollinators to
reproduce.
There are more than 100,000
species of insects, including
bees, flies, moths, butterflies and
beetles and over 1,000 species of

of other animals such as birds,
reptiles and mammals, including
bats that pollinate plants.
It’s important that we work to
help them and understand how we
can protect their habitat in our
communities.
For more information about
Stewardship Week or for free,
downloadable, Stewardship Week
resources celebrating the theme
“Where Would We BEE Without Pollinators?” contact the NACD web-

site at:
http://www.nacdnet.org.

Provide natural habitat for
native bees. Some of the most
easily identifiable pollinators –
honeybees – are not native to the
U.S. That means they’re less
effective pollinators than our
native, docile North American
bees, a majority of which are
ground-dwelling.
You can help these pollinators by leaving leaf litter and
organic material in your garden
bed, this will provide substrate
they can utilize to make nests or
use for shelter. Avoid using
mulch, or leave some areas of
soil uncovered so bees can create or access their tunnels.

Climate Change and Bees
Bees are facing the danger of a
phenomenon called colony collapse disorder (CCD). CCD stems
from a combination of problems
associated with agricultural beekeeping, including pathogens, nutritional deficiencies and lack of a
varied diet, exposure to insecticides and other pesticides, lack of
genetic diversity, habitat loss, and
transportation stress. Pesticides,
stress, and lack of diversity can
actually exacerbate the vulnerabil-

ity of bees to pathogens. Habitat
loss, nutritional deficiencies, and
lack of varied diet are tied directly
to climate change as the abnormal
climate is impacting the growth of
plants and flowers. Climate
change is making flowers
bloom earlier each year, which
means that plants are now blooming a month earlier than 45 years
ago. Plants blooming earlier ultimately means that they do not get
pollinated and bees are left

without food.
If this dire trend of CCD continues, humans will face severe
food shortages and grave economic consequences, not to mention
the tragic ramification of bees becoming extinct.

Camp Canopy -

Camp is open to students who are at
least fifteen years of age and who
have completed the eighth grade.
Conservation Camp Canopy is held Camp Canopy is tobacco free and
all tobacco products are strictly proat FFA Camp Muskingum in the
rolling hills of Carroll County. The hibited.
Deadline to apply for camp is
camp is June 7-12, 2020 with a
June 1, 2020. For more information
camp fee of $375.
contact: Ohio Forestry Association
The camp began in 1950 and
since then about ten thousand high Foundation at 888-388-7337 or eschool students from all over Ohio mail: info@ohioforest.org. or you
may visit the website at:
have attended the camp. Campers
www.ohioforest.org. or https://
will learn about all things forestry
campcanopy.com/camp/
and wildlife at Camp Canopy.
Camp Canopy is the only place for
future foresters and wildlife special- 2020 Ditch Maintenance
ists to get their hands dirty and put
Greg Burks reports that 14 ditchtheir knowledge of forestry and
es are scheduled to be sprayed in
wildlife to the test.
2020. The ditches are:
Camp Canopy comes to life the
second week of June each year at
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ed on Leesville Lake in the picture- Freed Ditch
3,900 ft.
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turned-explorers delve into our edu- McKean Jt. Ditch
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cational-yet-oh-so-fun activities and R.B. Worden Ditch 38,600 ft.
become masters of forestry and
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wildlife. As camp progresses over Rothlisberger Open 12,300 ft.
the course of the week, campers
Steiner Ditch
3,000 ft.
will use the knowledge and experi- Stone Jt. Ditch
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ence they gained the day before to Tall Timbers
11,800 ft.
take the next step in understanding W.S. Corbin Ditch
4,500 ft.
how it all fits into the bigger picWilch Ditch
21,000 ft.
ture. By the end of camp week,
they’ll be experts on Ohio’s great
Maintenance work will be or has
outdoors!
already been completed on the folEach camper will learn to ID
lowing ditches:
trees and wildlife, learn about insects, timber harvesting and forest Dip-out and/or Chopping:
ecology. Campers will conduct
Marsh Run Jt.
stream sampling, hike through the Tall Timbers
woods, monitor for wildlife and
Morehart
much more! Free time activities in- Stone Jt.
clude fishing, swimming, canoeing, W.B. Kring
kayaking, volleyball and more!
Voorhees
Corbin Jt. (Partial)
Nimrod Bright (Partial)

Live It, Learn It, Love It
The Ohio Forestry & Wildlife

Bank Repair:
Silver Creek
R.B. Worden
Maintenance Ditch Inspections:
We will continue yearly maintenance ditch inspections throughout
the next couple of months.
If you have any questions regarding ditch projects, ditch maintenance, spraying or log jam removal,
please contact Greg Burks, Drainage Coordinator at 419-422-6569 or
gburks@hancockswcd.com.

Log jam Removal

Maintained Ditch

Clear & Snag on:
Schoonover
Washout Repair:
Buck Run Jt.
Jerry Stahl Jt.

Maintained Ditch

Bluegill are deep slab-sided fish with a small mouth and a long pectoral fin. Colors vary, but the ear flap is always black and bluegills often have a black blotch near the back of the soft dorsal fin. Bluegill are nest spawners and typically build nests in large groups, or beds, sometime between May and August. Peak spawning, in
Ohio, usually occurs in June.
The largemouth bass is a popular sport fish. It is native to Ohio and can be found in every county in the state.
Largemouth bass are moderately compressed with a deep body. The back of the mouth, when closed, extends
past the eye. This characteristic distinguishes it from the smallmouth bass where the back of the mouth does not
extend past the eye. The largemouth also has a black band that extends down the side of the body. They prefer
ponds, lakes and slow, sluggish streams. Large mouth bass usually spawn between mid-April and mid-June..
The yellow perch is native to Ohio and is found in lakes, impoundments, ponds, and slow moving rivers. Sides
are golden yellow to brassy green with six to eight dark vertical saddles with a white to yellow belly. Yellow
perch have many small teeth, but no large canines. It prefers clear water with moderate vegetation and lots of
sand or gravel bottoms. Yellow perch spawn from mid-April to early May by depositing their eggs over vegetation or the water bottom, with no care given.
The channel catfish is a popular sport and food fish. It is active during the night, moving around and finding
food after dusk. During the day it will most likely be found in deep water with little activity. The channel catfish has a slender body with a deeply forked tail. The upper jaw is longer than the lower jaw and there are barbels around the mouth. The dorsal and pectoral spines are sharp and deeply serrated, and the anal fin is curved
and has between 24 and 30 rays. The body is bluish silver on the sides and generally has dark spots. Channel catfish are native to Ohio and
can be found in most large streams, lakes, and many farm ponds. Channel catfish prefer areas with deep water, clean gravel boulder substrates and low to moderate current. However, they are tolerant of a wide range of conditions
The fathead minnow is commonly sold as bait for fishing. Fathead minnows have short bodies with a triangular
shaped head. Coloration ranges from olive to olive-yellow on the back tinged with copper or purple in larger
fish. Historically the fathead minnow widely populated only in the western part of Ohio. They prefer muddy
brooks and creeks, as well as ponds and small lakes. However, fatheads can tolerate a wide range of water conditions. Fathead minnows spawn in the spring and may continue into August.
The grass carp is not native to Ohio, but was introduced from China as a biological way to control aquatic vegetation. The grass carp is a
long slender member of the minnow family. Grass carp differ from the common carp with the lack of a suckerlike mouth, and the absence of barbels on the mouth. Furthermore, grass carp are usually silvery-white, rather
than the brownish-yellow of the common carp. Grass carp spawn in flowing water and do not reproduce in
lakes and ponds. The grass carp grows very rapidly, and young fish stocked in the spring at 8 inches will reach
over 18 inches by fall, and adults often attain nearly 4 feet in length and over 70-90 pounds in weight. They grow 10 pounds a year at
least. They eat up to 3 times their own body weight daily.
Redear sunfish are a deep, slab-sided fish similar to the bluegill sunfish, except the ear flap (opercle) is black
with a red or orange spot at the rear edge. Redear sunfish do not have distinct vertical bars like bluegill sunfish, when they are present they are broken and blotchy. Redear Sunfish also lack the black blotches at the rear
base of the dorsal and anal fins that bluegill sunfish have. Redear sunfish prefer clear waters with more rooted aquatic vegetation than that
of the bluegill sunfish. Spawning normally occurs in May or June.
The Hybrid Bluegill is a cross between a Male Bluegill and a Female Green Sunfish. As a result of the cross
the Hybrid Bluegill is 80-90% male, giving it a reduced reproductive potential and making it an ideal choice
for those ponds prone to Bluegill stunting. This slows down fast reproduction by keeping the female population to a minimum. Do to their hybrid nature, they can also be slightly larger and have a bit more coloration than regular bluegill.
Japanese Koi are ornamental varieties of domesticated common carp. Koi varieties are distinguished by coloration, patterning, and scalation Koi are an omnivorous fish, and will eat a wide variety of foods, including peas,
lettuce, and watermelon. Naturally koi are bottom feeders with a mouth configuration that is adapted for that.
Some koi will have a tendency to eat mostly from the bottom and will eat duckweed.
**Information by Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division of Wildlife. Visit www.ohiodnr.com for more information.

