
2021 Stewardship Week    
     Hancock SWCD in partnership with the National Association of Conservation Districts (NACD) is 
celebrating the 66th year of Stewardship Week April 25-May 2, 2021, focusing on the theme “Healthy 
Forests, Healthy Communities.” 
    Trees are vital. As the biggest plants on the planet, they absorb carbon from the atmosphere, stabilize 
the soil, filter water, provide healthy habitat for wildlife and offer many additional benefits – for nature, 
people and biodiversity. Not only is it necessary to protect existing trees and plant new ones, but it’s also 
important to advocate and educate about trees and forest conservation within your community. 
     Many people believe that there are no forests in cities. Wrong! There are over 130 million acres of 
forests located in cities and towns throughout America! These areas are many times referred to as urban 
forests. Urban forests include: parks, gardens, green-ways, nature preserves, street and landscape trees. 
These urban forests help filter air pollution, control stormwater, reduce noise, and provide habitat for 
wildlife.  
   For more information about Stewardship Week or for free, downloadable, Stewardship Week re-
sources celebrating the theme “Healthy Forests, Healthy Communities” contact the NACD website at: 
http://www.nacdnet.org. or Hancock SWCD website at: www.hancockswcd.com. 
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H2Ohio Updates 
     As a reminder, please make sure you have submitted your nutrient management plan. Please contact 
Sarah if you have any questions about this. We are currently paying for Nutrient Management Plan – 
Development. If you have completed your nutrient management plan make sure to submit your Produc-
er Verification Checklist. You cannot receive payment until your checklist has been submitted. You 
can find a copy of the checklist on our website (https://hancockswcd.com/h2ohio/) or contact our office 
for a copy. 
    For those of you who are implementing the manure incorporation practice for the H2Ohio Program, 
please turn in a current manure test. In addition to the manure test, we will need to know which fields 
and when you are planning to spread your manure. Please submit your manure test as soon as possible. 
When we receive your manure test, we will write a manure recommendation for you to utilize that fol-
lows tri-state recommendations. You must follow the manure recommendations in order to receive pay-
ment for this practice. Please remember that to notify Hancock SWCD 24 to 48 hours prior to manure 
application. Additionally, be sure to follow Ohio NRCS 590 Standard and Senate Bill 1. Contact Sarah 
with any questions either by phone (419) 422-6569 or by email swayman@hancockswcd.com 



2021 Ditch Maintenance    
   To help facilitate the drainage maintenance process and to avoid potential crop damage, we ask farmers to 
avoid planting in the maintenance easement areas (25’ from the top of the ditch bank). Crops damaged within 
this area are not eligible for compensation. Letters and maps for adjacent landowners will be sent out this 
spring.  
     This year we plan on trying a different approach to dip-outs to ensure the work will be completed by year-
end and not as dependent on favorable weather conditions or crop removal to complete the work in a timely 
manner. Ditches will be awarded earlier in the year and allowed to be completed throughout the growing sea-
son. If ditches are completed during the growing season, spoils will be placed near the ditch bank and the spoils 
will be spread later in the year after crops have been removed.  
     This year we will be performing dip-out on the following ditches: 

 
                                                        H.B. Thomas 
                                                          McKean Jt. 

                                                           Rothlisberger Open 
                                                       Wilch 

 
     Other ditches that are being considered for late season work are:    
 

                                                         R.B. Worden  
                                                        Silver Creek 

 
     This year as part of our annual spray program we plan on spraying 14 ditches and 43.3 miles of open ditch. 
Spraying usually occurs in the June/July timeframe depending on weather and the availability of the contractor. 
Currently the ditches are on a 5-year rotation. If you are interested in when your ditch will be sprayed; please 
contact Greg Burks at gburks@hancockswcd.com or 419-422-6569. 
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Tall Timbers (Stormwater Basin) 

Updates    

 We are going digital with our Conservation Close-up newsletter!  If you would like to have it delivered to 
your inbox, rather than receiving a paper copy; please visit our webpage at: www.hancockswcd.com and 
fill out the form with your information or send us an email at: swcd@hancockswcd.com. Don’t worry, if 
you don’t want the digital version; we will still send you a paper version by mail. 

 
 Hancock SWCD is celebrating our 75th Anniversary and will hold our Annual Meeting and Supervisor 

Election on August 3, 2021! More information will be coming soon! We would love to have you share any 
pictures or stories that you may have from our first 75 years. Send them to us at: swcd@hancockswcd.com!  



Bluegill are deep slab-sided fish with a small mouth and a long pectoral fin. Colors vary, but the ear flap is al-
ways black and bluegills often have a black blotch near the back of the soft dorsal fin.    Bluegill are nest spawn-
ers and typically build nests in large groups, or beds, sometime between May and August. Peak spawning, in 
Ohio, usually occurs in June. 

The largemouth bass is a popular sport fish. It is native to Ohio and can be found in every county in the state.   
Largemouth bass are moderately compressed with a deep body. The back of the mouth, when closed, extends 
past the eye. This characteristic distinguishes it from the smallmouth bass where the back of the mouth does not 
extend past the eye. The largemouth also has a black band that extends down the side of the body. They prefer 

ponds, lakes and slow, sluggish streams. Large mouth bass usually spawn between mid-April and mid-June.. 

The yellow perch is native to Ohio and is found in lakes, impoundments, ponds, and slow moving rivers. Sides 
are golden yellow to brassy green with six to eight dark vertical saddles with a white to yellow belly. Yellow 
perch have many small teeth, but no large canines. It prefers clear water with moderate vegetation and lots of 
sand or gravel bottoms. Yellow perch spawn from mid-April to early May by depositing their eggs over vegeta-

tion or the water bottom, with no care given.  

The channel catfish is a popular sport and food fish. It is active during the night, moving around and finding 
food after dusk. During the day it will most likely be found in deep water with little activity. The channel cat-
fish has a slender body with a deeply forked tail. The upper jaw is longer than the lower jaw and there are bar-
bels around the mouth. The dorsal and pectoral spines are sharp and deeply serrated, and the anal fin is curved 

and has between 24 and 30 rays. The body is bluish silver on the sides and generally has dark spots. Channel catfish are native to Ohio and 
can be found in most large streams, lakes, and many farm ponds. Channel catfish prefer areas with deep water, clean gravel boulder sub-
strates and low to moderate current. However, they are tolerant of a wide range of conditions 

The fathead minnow is commonly sold as bait for fishing. Fathead minnows have short bodies with a triangular 
shaped head. Coloration ranges from olive to olive-yellow on the back tinged with copper or purple in larger 
fish. Historically the fathead minnow widely populated only in the western part of Ohio. They prefer muddy 
brooks and creeks, as well as ponds and small lakes. However, fatheads can tolerate a wide range of water con-

ditions. Fathead minnows spawn in the spring and may continue into August.  

The grass carp is not native to Ohio, but was introduced from China as a biological way to control aquatic vegetation. The grass carp is a 
long slender member of the minnow family. Grass carp differ from the common carp with the lack of a sucker-
like mouth, and the absence of barbels on the mouth. Furthermore, grass carp are usually silvery-white, rather 
than the brownish-yellow of the common carp. Grass carp spawn in flowing water and do not reproduce in 
lakes and ponds. The grass carp grows very rapidly, and young fish stocked in the spring at 8 inches will reach 

over 18 inches by fall, and adults often attain nearly 4 feet in length and over 70-90 pounds in weight. They grow 10 pounds a year at 
least. They eat up to 3 times their own body weight daily.  

Redear sunfish are a deep, slab-sided fish similar to the bluegill sunfish, except the ear flap (opercle) is black 
with a red or orange spot at the rear edge. Redear sunfish do not have distinct vertical bars like bluegill sun-
fish, when they are present they are broken and blotchy. Redear Sunfish also lack the black blotches at the rear 

base of the dorsal and anal fins that bluegill sunfish have. Redear sunfish prefer clear waters with more rooted aquatic vegetation than that 
of the bluegill sunfish. Spawning normally occurs in May or June.   

The Hybrid Bluegill is a cross between a Male Bluegill and a Female Green Sunfish.  As a result of the cross 
the Hybrid Bluegill is 80-90% male, giving it a reduced reproductive potential and making it an ideal choice 
for those ponds prone   to Bluegill stunting. This slows down fast reproduction by keeping the female popula-

tion to a minimum. Do to their hybrid nature, they can also be slightly larger and have a bit more coloration than regular bluegill.  
 

Japanese Koi are ornamental varieties of domesticated common carp. Koi varieties are distinguished by colora-
tion, patterning, and scalation  Koi are an omnivorous fish, and will eat a wide variety of foods, including peas, 
lettuce, and watermelon. Naturally koi are bottom feeders with a mouth configuration that is adapted for that. 
Some koi will have a tendency to eat mostly from the bottom and will eat duckweed. 

**Information by Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division of Wildlife. Visit www.ohiodnr.com for more information. 

 





  

  


